The deadline for accepting applications to presgnvur Fall

Conference is August 30th. ORTESOL'’s annual Falhfén

ence is scheduled for November 20 and 21 at Sydvanimmu-
nity College located in Portland, Oregon. In yepsst, the
summer has been just as busy as any other timbeofédar,
with many of us busy with our families and friendlgring our

summer breaks from teaching. ORTESOL recognizes ahd
has often extended the deadline for applicatiorsetoeceived.
However, your Board members find themselves pressed
time when only a few applications are received dher sum-
mer break. Instead, why not think of your best héag plan(s)
you created last year while teaching or while tougnin your

graduate projects in your professional preparatiasses, and
use these ideas to create your presentation? Tpkcatpn

process is easy by just downloading from our wwteswl.org
website, completing the application, then e-maliliitgto

ortesol2009@yahoo.com.

The ORTESOL Conference is a wonderful format to fme
both advanced as well as first time presenterscall gleaning
classroom ideas from many first time presenters gradiuate
students, while greatly appreciating hearing areingethe cul-
mination of classroom/research ideas from more raeke pre-
senters all in the same place— ORTESOL'’s Annudl Eah-
ference. | loved perusing the poster sessions VIRMESOL
had enough poster session presenters, and | lce@dng that
my novel ideas (at least | thought my ideas wergiral) were
reinforced by research. The ORTESOL Fall Conferepae
vides such a wide venue of options for presenting i ac-
cepted, you can save your presentation to applyifesenting
at National TESOL. ORTESOL also grants small stijseto
members in order to present nationally.

After the Fall 2009 Conference,
the ORTESOL Newsletter will
not be sent to your mailboxes. In
an effort to save printing costs
and trees, you will receive the
newsletter in electronic format
only. You may opt to still receive
a paper copy on your membership
registration form.
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Oregon’s excellent local forum

for ESL professionals and graduate students

When: November 20-21, 2009
Where: Portland, Oregon, PCC Sylvania Campus
Proposal Submissions due August 30, 2009

Go to_www.ortesol.ordor downloadable conference forms
and information

This year's ORTESOL Board Reading Proposal Committe
redesigned our application forms for presentinguatFall Con-
ference. Hopefully, you will find our new forms neoreadable
and easy to complete. Our new forms are modelezt #fie
National TESOL forms, but specific to ORTESOL's deeSo,
if you do present at our Fall Conference and waraply to
present at National TESOL, you will find the proees little
easier to follow. If you choose to present, you dawnload the
forms from our website, read the “Call for Papeasit direc-
tions, complete the forms, and e-mail them to: -orte
sol2009@yahoo.com. You may also direct questionsuiab
completing the forms to the e-mail address. Youwndbneed to
submit your application electronically— in this easlownload
the forms, complete them, and then send them toa/ecker,
14199 NW Logie Trail, Hillsboro, OR 97124. Once ysend
your forms to us, we will e-mail receipt of fornramediately.
Your form will then be given to the committee memshéor
review and suggestions, if needed, prior to finatizand ac-
knowledging your acceptance. The scheduled timeyfoir
presentation will not be sent to you until ORTES®4&s re-
ceived and accepted all submissions for the Fatifé&ence.
We look forward to receiving your submissions aadséeing
you at the Fall Conference!
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What is the most touching “Why I'm Here” story yoe’
heard from a student? As ESL teachers, we've afirche
many; such as that of the political refugee and uhthink-
able horrors he witnessed firsthand; the young ywed,
away from home for the first time and forever, wsad her
wedding vows in a language she did not understandhe
grandmother, courageous in starting anew. Withettstaries
our students inspire us. I'm continually amazedHhsjr abil-
ity to adapt, learn, and overcome. In fact, soméhef most
memorable stories I've heard from or about studargghose
of people who are overcoming health problems aahidigies.
Learning English and embracing the novelty of a wetMure
are remarkable feats themselves; success in thess &
even more impressive when the student is, for elana
young woman who became partially paralyzed as @atper
and came to the US for the better circumstancesaye this
country offers her.

In fact, | have known numerous students who havepawed
the US and their native countries and reported theicep-
tion of more favorable conditions here for peoplthweeds
other than the ordinary, whether those needs rdsuth
learning differences, ilinesses, physical limitaipor simply
age. Students have told me of a blind brother midzieay in
the family’s home back in (..country, or that in (...coun-

try), no one would speak to or touch a person who ases
wheelchair. Remembering a student from many yegrs a

who was deeply moved by what he learned about Heédn
ler, | decided to create a class activity whichufsed on the
achievements of people with challenges or limitaio

In considering which achievers to highlight in thigtivity, |
attempted to incorporate examples from a varietgoaintries

of origin, time periods, and fields. | decided omérican
athlete and advocate Lance Armstrong, British digen
Stephen Hawking, America®eabiscuit author Laura Hillen-
brand, Mexican artist Frida Kahlo, and— in honortiot
long-ago student— American author and scholar, kH#&lel-
ler. Culling from a few sources, | cobbled togethbort bi-
ographies | hoped would be comprehensible to I&vstu-
dents despite some sophisticated medical termigolb@n-
cluded a small photo with each biography. During #ctiv-
ity, each student received one of the mini biogegplnd had
a few minutes to read it. Next, they collaboratethwa class-
mate who had read a biography different than tbein and
took turns asking and answering a brief set of g@mgues-
tions | had prepared (e.gihat is the person’s name? What
islwas his or her main accomplishment?heir written an-
swers to these questions were collected and cedetater,
everyone received a copy of all five of the biodniep and
we completed it in class as a reading lesson ahowiap
discussion.

The class response to this activity was quite pasit-irst,
students readily took on the challenge of the spieed vo-
cabulary included in the biographies. They alsoeegmced,
on a profound level, the meaning of the modal @arilverbs
of ability that happened to be our target gramnadhea time.
A few days later, a student showed me a copPistover
magazine with Stephen Hawking on its cover and baidias
prompted to read the article and much of the reiteomaga-
zine because of what we had done in class. Additipndur-
ing our whole-class discussion, there occurred lzotber-
sonal and cultural exchange where students shamd their
own heroes or famous people in their home countti@sn
hopeful that the students in my class were inspbgdhe
stories of these people who have proven by exathplewe
must not be discouraged by our own challengesdive this
same lesson every day from the students | teaahréfagee,
the newlywed, the grandmother, and all of the otehe-
types and originals— they all touch us with thdories of
why they are here and what they are doing, and ityire
us by example.
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It takes but one moment to notice how change ismlund
us, and how our North American culture is strivingmple-
ment strategies to combat global warming. Manywofmub-
lic and private educational settings have beenrigareen”
for years, but we are also continually thinking atbbow to
reduce, reuse, and recycle everything. This yedrfanthe
next four years, ORTESOL will no longer be usingms of
paper for all communications, workshops, get-togethand
our Fall Conference. At this year's Fall Confereacg in
your membership you will see some major changesoin
ORTESOL is meeting the challenge of going green.

With the purchase of a nationally recognized angblém
mented electronic software program and processitElVent
(www.cvent.com), ORTESOL will be going green. Faro
2009 Fall Conference you will be able to registaa pay on-
line. After a few months of exploring this softwaaed how
other public and private groups have used CVenyryo
ORTESOL Board purchased a contract at a greatlycesdl
price because of our four year commitment.

What this means to you as an individual member Baid
Conference attendee this year is truly a benefimé of the
benefits include: readily register with instant fiomation of
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ORTESOL is an association of professionals conckrne
with the education of students for whom English ison

-native language. Newsletter submissions may béethal
to the editor at the address below or e-mailed

meljipp@yahoo.com. Those accepted for publication
may be edited. The newsletter is not responsibiehie
opinions expressed by its contributors. Send ajlires
concerning the organization to ORTESOL, c/o Deft.
Applied Linguistics, Portland State University, FBDx

751, Portland, OR 97207.

o

receipt of your form, change address and otheropaisin-
formation whenever you need to, ask questions ajgout
membership, pay for your membership and confereegis-
tration on a secure site with instant receipt ofrpent, re-
ceive confirmation of form and registration feegrigdiately,
opt out of your registration and receive your read regis-
tration fee quickly and easily, and register yaigrfds for the
Fall Conference. You will still be able to choosesend in a

check for payment.
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Since the start of ESOL Awareness Week in 1991, PCC
ESOL (formerly ESL) at Southeast Center has coetinihe
commitment to celebrate the diversity and rich dbotions
our ESOL students bring to Oregon.

Through the past years, the week included a cdiebrday

of entertainment such as: Middle Eastern dancessidal

Chinese music group, audience singingbis Land is Your
Land and ethnic refreshmentstalk timesession with man-
agers; a mural project; and a Q/A forum with theditent of
the Extended Learning Center, and the Dean ofuottms

and Students of Southeast Center.

Recently an ESOL Club, through the student govenmime
(ASPCC), was formed. Their mission is to supporiOES
students by providing tutoring groups, job and ficial re-
sources (i.e., scholarships), and fun events.

Although the scope and breadth of the week chaegeh
year, the ESOL Awareness Week at SE Center corgtitae
honor diversity and the pluralism of our ESOL stude and
to share all they bring to the college and the comity.
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Dr. Elliot Judd, whom many ORTESOL members will mmber as our Plenary Speaker at the
2006 Conference, passed away on December 9, 2fi@Ba&-year battle with cancer.

=

Elliot Judd was the Director of the MA TESOL prograt the University of lllinois at Chicago an
5, § 4" the 2005/2006 president of TESOL. He was the foumdiditor of TESOL JournalAssociate Chair
of the 1984 TESOL Convention, and Director of tf882 TESOL Summer Institute. His research intergstluded language
policy in the United States and sociopolitical ssaffecting TESOL. He was active in the TESOL-AAKRdison committee and
the TESOL Professional Development Committee.

UIC’s College of Liberal Arts and Sciences newslettoted in their February 2009 issue that Dr. 3uddademic work “focused
on the socio-political factors that have shaped Acaa language policy, both past and present, éslpeimn the teaching of Eng-
lish to immigrants. He frequently wrote and spolé against English-only policies that abrogatertgbts of non-English speak
ers and was a champion of the linguistics rightsfeakers of all languages.”

As ORTESOL's Plenary Speaker in 2006, Dr. Juddsdedd an unforgettable and powerful opening addiikes] "Politics, TE-
SOL, and You." It was quite timely at a time ofipatvide debate on the topic of immigration refofemglish-only proposals,
and other sociopolitical issues that were hittilognie in our profession. After his speech, many membemmented that it was
the best plenary address they had ever heardoliigtalso be noted that Dr. Judd had first beegraiaed with cancer earlief
that same year— and had recently been undergomgatherapy— when he still consented to visit Oregioth be our honored
guest.

ORTESOL joins the worldwide TESOL community in eggsing its deepest condolences to Dr. Elliot Judifes and family.
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The CVent registration for our annual ORTESOL REadinference will not be up and running until eadit,fso watch for it begin-
ning in September. If you have questions during yoline registration about membership or the @oceriice, there will be a CVent
helpline available to you with live support 24/7.

What will our annual ORTESOL Fall Conference elecic CVent registration process really look likecahference time? It is your
ORTESOL Board’s hope that most all of our Fall Gaehce attendees will register electronically ptioattending the Conference.
However, we always welcome those registering fer @onference upon arrival. In addition, ORTESOLI wibt have the same
stuffed paper notebooks as in previous years. Siho®nference materials will be uploaded to oebsite, you'll need to download
and print out your own schedule and all the infdfarathat would have normally been given to youmperival at the Fall Confer-
ence. All of this will be on-line so that you candy it and print out only what you need for thdl Eonference.

The CVent program will also eventually save lotshofirs that ORTESOL Board members and our paid ExecSecretary cur-
rently put in to bring you the workshops, get-tdges, Fall Conferences, and other ORTESOL sponsaredts. CVent will gener-
ate the automated reports needed for the basicididuduties of ORTESOL. CVent will make surveysidable to members with
results of these surveys automatically generatedhdse of you thinking about running for a Boaasition, this means there will
be much less time in fulfilling Board position récpments.

Your ORTESOL Board looks forward to utilizing CVeint September for early conference registration iartime for our October
1st, renewal of memberships. Until then, pleaskfothe process of membership renewal by downlgattie form and mailing it
to the listed address along with your membershep Fer those of you registering now for memberspipase know that you have a
50% reduced 2008-2009 membership fee because ailberships expire on September 30, 2009.
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